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Chrys Huynh opened a spa.in
Loreto Plza named Qui'Si Bella,
which means “beauty flom within,"

“T'm very interested in helping
women achisve what is the best
in each of them.” she amys. Ir's &
philosophy she doggedly parsues,
not anly for herself, but by helping
uthers attain it as well. When she
was young, her mother took her o
4 farmapeteller who said, "She wants
ﬁsf.h]:.ﬂ.tl::m."

Boen in Saigogend educated in
2 French school, Chrys {named for
ﬁznlfrr:ﬂm-:f‘l‘b:rmn‘n}',
the: chrysamthemum) followed &
determined path. After furthering
her education in France, she
retsrned i Vietnam to open her
own school. At age 25 and Fall of
energy, she decided to emter the
El.h‘lh'nﬁm l.J:Fnﬂ:
h.-—ﬂ-lnn.'m [ﬂu:l'l:hln
do something, [ really put all my
stremgth, my mind, my spint into
it,” says Chrys. “[ love challenge,
because challenge will really help
you grow.”

AR was bost in 1975, however,
when Saigon fell to the communists.
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Her husband, an army officer, was imprivaned, a3 were
all South Vietnamess soldiers. He was nover seen or heard
from again. I had to deoate my properiy, my scheal, my
ships o the poverement; everything became grvernment
property,” she explaing. By chat time, her business bad
Frown toaix ships and she emploved terenty-two men.

Chrys vrned over 2l but one ship, explaming 1o
ship converiestly muintined & history of “breakdowns,”
which requared her expertise for three meore yoars, A sea
trial typically followed cach repair, a trip that weuld whe
the ship off its normal rowte. During those years, she stole
diesel foel —gallon by gallon —For a planned sea escape.
Finally, using the stolen fuel, Chrys belped 157 friends and
family members, ranging in age from 10 days 1o 81 pears,
escape from Vietnam on that very ship.
chickens and rice. She hung banmers on the buses
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sparit into it says Chrys.

"We wire in
a gysem whire
everyone is waiching
you.” she explaine.
“If something is
out of the normal you had to repart it. You coulda't trust
anyone. If they found out, they put you in jadl, People die
withowt Eamily kenowisg where they are.

Craly beads of lamily knew of the escape plan in
adhvance. The chaddsen were goven sedatives to keep them
gpuiet. They boarded the boats and rendervoused with
the ship and sunk the wooden boats. hid in the
eango held. To svoid detection by Russian veasels, they
Hew a makeshifi Jupanese ag and fled o Malasia where
the group remained on htﬁrﬁmmlhb:fm
fmally gren inniod) to enger as refogees.

Rather than go 10 France where her mother resided. she
wanted 1o Emmigraie to the United States. Nire months
Later, she was offered 2 job with ULS. Cathalic Conlirence,
which took ber 4o New Orleans and the San Framcisco
Fiay ardh, where sbe assmmed the role of a lifstyle

1Y winter

day care and learn English. *T didn't wast the Viemanese
people io be locked on as a burden in this country,” says
Chrys. "1 wanmed o promote pride and pelf-confidence for
miy people.”

Chirys saved ber monay, sarming extrs imcome by
teaching piano and French. Eventually she por herself
through beauty school and bought the LaRoss Academy
of Health snd Beauiy in Ventura, the proceeds of which
allowed ber to open Qui 5i Bella,

“T've been in the U5, since 1978, a single mother with
two young children, without any gevernment help.” she
s, "My goal was to provide my childeen with the best
education. | have dready fulfifled my misston for my
children. This i wy time to extend sy paséon in health
and beauty For the community.”

Chrys has always considered herself a loader and has
tried to set an example, I she's sick or scared, sho trics not
ta show it to her clionis or employess. “Like & captuin on a

boat, you must be there fyp them ] shy s of 'L




